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WELCOME to the 27th annual Evanston Garden Walk. Feel free to start
the Walk at any of the gardens, there is no required order. This year we
have a group of gardens in north Evanston where you can park once,
always a plus. Parking near the lake on a good beach day, however, is
always a challenge, not a worry for those who bike the Walk!
Our public garden includes three beautiful areas of Presbyterian
Homes, well worth the stop.
Also among our gardens this year, you’ll see homeowners’
solutions to a myriad of problems, including flooding, tree loss, changing
soil conditions and destructive wildlife. Come ask the experts how they
managed to overcome their many gardening challenges.
As for the past four years, funds from the Garden Walk will benefit
the Evanston Environmental Assoc., headquartered at the Evanston
Ecology Center. Funds are being used for educational programs, and
to continue the projects of Keep Evanston Beautiful (KEB). With the
funds that the EEA has raised through the Garden Walk – over $50,000,
including funds that came from KEB, the EEA was able to help pay for
the recent expansion to the Ecology Center. You can visit a tangible result
of your support for the Garden Walk. Thank you!

graciously supporting
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Presbyterian Homes
Simpson St. (Grant St. & Prospect Ave.)*
“Every garden has a story”

There are many glorious garden areas surrounding Presbyterian Homes,
enough to warrant their own garden walk. But for today’s viewing, we’ve
chosen three that are both extremely special and fairly close together on this
very large 40-acre property.
The man in charge of keeping everything looking wonderful for the past
29 years is Eleno Flores, whose father before him tackled the task, starting in
1973. Talking to Eleno and walking through the gardens together, it’s obvious
that this is a labor of love for him. Each of the garden areas we’re featuring
today has been funded by former residents of the Pres Homes, their lasting
legacy. According to Eleno, “Every garden has a story. And taking care of all
of it is a team effort. We do flower installation, shrub and plant replacements,
sodding and reseeding.” One of Eleno’s most prized possessions: John Lauger’s
shovel, given to him by one of our favorite Evanston gardeners when he moved
from his Pres Home cottage into assisted care.
The Taylor Garden (NW corner, behind McGaw Care Center)
Reminiscent of a French impressionist painting, these gorgeous borders were
donated by the John and Frances Taylor family in 2002. Redesigned three
times, it’s currently being maintained by Evanston landscaper Ever In Bloom,
who swap out plants on a regular basis, to make sure it’s always picture perfect
throughout the growing season. The Taylors provided funding for perpetual
care, absolutely essential for maintaining its beauty. The site was chosen
because of the glorious gnarled maple tree, and the variety of sun conditions,
with both all day sun and partial shade providing a place for many types of
plants. Bees, butterflies and hummingbirds love it here, you will too.
The Nash Rose Garden (100 feet east of Taylor Garden)
Originally donated by Mr. and Mrs. Roscoe Nash in 1979, they paid to have
the roses tended by their former gardeners. It contains about 165 varieties of
roses. After the couple died, a perpetual care endowment was established
by the Garth and Martha Conley Trust. Hybrid teas and floribundas are
planted in rows, each row unique in its varieties and colors. If you love roses,
you’ll love this beautiful collection. Unfortunately, the rabbits love them too,
necessitating a raised bed surrounded by a low rabbit-proof fence. Here’s your
chance to stop and smell the roses.
5 Fountains Garden (South path halfway between Taylor and Rose Gardens)
In honor of Robert L. Anderson, former chair of the Building and Grounds
Committee, this circular garden revolves around a central hub with a
spectacular container of seasonal flowers planted by Reds Garden Center
in Northbrook. Five fountains is wheelchair friendly, and a favorite spot for
friends (and an occasional duck family) to gather. The 2013 rehabilitation and
maintenance of this garden was also funded by Garth and Martha Conley,
including new plantings, walkways, and benches.
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*Parking available in the lot off Grant St. at Hastings Ave. or on Prospect Ave.
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Lynn & Jack S.
Prospect Ave.

“Like a house a child would draw ”

OUR L ANDSCAPE

Only the second owners of this cozy 1941 home, Lynn and Jack have been
here for 49 years. “When we moved in, we thought it looked like the sort of
house a child would draw, everything was symmetrical.”
It took many years of contemplation, but in 1994 Lynn called Chalet
and enlisted the help of designer Mike Blackwell. Chalet installed much of
the hardscape, the bluestone walks and the bluestone veneer for the front
porch. In back, the deck with angled planks was designed by Lynn and built
by Jack and a friend. The back walks, made of bluestone and brick, were
designed by Lynn and built by Jack and their then teenage son.
Chalet did the original planting of the front yard and created the
island garden, where you’ll see star magnolia, cranberry viburnum and
PJM rhododendron. The loss of an elm tree changed the sun in the front,
and an overgrown mugo pine was replaced with the stunning dwarf blue
spruce, followed by red Knock Out roses and catmint. After two failed tries
with city-supplied parkway elms, Lynn obtained an Accolade elm, grown at
Morton Arboretum, which has survived with her loving care.
Walk around the south side of the house, and into a very surprising
back garden. In spite of its diminutive size, there is so much here to enjoy.
First and foremost is the giant willow tree, planted by Jack many years ago,
which towers over their beautiful pond. “Jack brought it back there in a
wheelbarrow. We get it trimmed every two years in the winter, to keep the
falling branches from ruining the garden,” Lynn explained.
The original pond was built by Jack, but in 2010, realizing it was more
than he wanted to manage, Chalet was called in to recreate it. Four very
lucky fish live in the pond year-round, bought from a pet store five years
ago where they were destined to be food for another animal. Now they are
pampered in water that’s heated in the winter to keep flowing and to attract
birds and other wildlife. The pleasing sound of trickling water is amazingly
soothing in the dead of winter.
Many of the plants (orchid cactus et al.) hanging around the garage
and willow tree spend their winters in a basement plant room, and then
move out here as soon as it’s warm enough.
Lynn creates what she calls “four season pots” which are dotted
around the yard and deck, and include evergreens for winter interest. In the
back border you’ll see a Bruce Niemi sculpture, Moon Dance, one of many
garden ornaments tucked into the greenery.
Once largely bush honeysuckle, cranberry viburnum and buckthorn,
now mostly gone, the back borders also contain peonies, daylilies, Asian
lilies and heuchera which have survived since the original owner. The secret
to any wonderful garden: know what to keep and what to dispense with.
Lynn and Jack have got the knack.
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Mark T. & Neal M.
Lincolnwood

Creating beautiful outdoor spaces
as nature intended

Green Edens services include:

- Consultation & design
- Garden installations
- Maintenance & pruning
- Raised beds, trellises, arbors
- Pathways
- Water management
- No-mow lawns
- Invasive species management
- Seasonal displays
- Classes & workshops
Learn more at GreenEdens.com

Contact us for a consultation:
847-997-7748
amy@greenedens.com

New to gardening?
Let us teach you how to get started!

Amy Dale is Owner of Green Edens. She is a Master Gardener
through the University of Illinois at the Chicago Botanic Garden.
Amy specializes in sustainable landscaping and design.

© 2016 Green Edens Horticultural Services, LLC

Evanston, IL
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“A green roof is a future project”
Since Mark and Neal bought their home in 2002, they have made many
changes in both the house and its setting. With sensitivity to line and
pattern, they worked on landscape plans with designer Scott Byron and
landscaper ILT Vignocchi to engage with the architecturally significant
house features of tall gables and unique clinker brick. Bill Eiserman also
helped with the design of the back garden.
Adjacent to the front walk, embracing arms of cotoneaster, set in
pachysandra ground cover, edge the soft grassy areas on each side of a
formal hand-cut stone walkway leading to a gradually narrowing staircase.
Foo dogs flank the stone framed entryway to the house, with elegant iron
railings reversing the curve of the cotoneaster border. Matching containers
of brightly colored annuals accent an otherwise white flowering greenscape
with hydrangeas and boxwood hugging the house. A large hawthorn tree
borders the southeast end of the property and miniature crabapple at the
northwest end.
Symmetry and subtle textural effects guide this well-designed
garden. Repetition of curvilinear borders in both front and back, plus
plant materials such as boxwood and hydrangea unify the whole of the
landscape. Both owners grew up in warmer climates and continue to favor
rhododendron, azalea and bottlebrush buckeye, which seem to be equally
happy in their northern garden.
In response to concerns about environmental impact, all hard
surfaces are water permeable and many plants are selected for their
appropriateness to Mark and Neal’s rain garden. Hardscape is either handcut stone or variegated pebbles which also relate to the variety of color in
the brick of the house.
A congenial private space for entertaining features sun and shade rain
gardens with a variety of perennials, including lady’s mantle, phlox and
daisies accented by alliums in an island surrounded by pebbles. Solomon
seal, ligularia, rue and a variety of hosta thrive in shade borders. An elegant
kousa dogwood provides a focal point from the inside second story garden
room. Mark favors “cool colors in this area with occasional splashes of
yellow or orange.” An interior/exterior “party room” (formerly a garage) is
framed by giant climbing hydrangeas. Some cold-sensitive plants such as
hibiscus are overwintered in the heated garage. In summertime, clematis
and wisteria climb the south border fence, completing the outdoor room.
Hidden away in a narrow corridor beyond the visible areas is a tiny
vegetable garden of chard, mesclun and gourds which Mark cultivates from
seed, and raspberry plants which seem to be thriving.

9

Katy S.
Chancellor

“I demand a lot of my plants”

- Robin Williams

Calafia Design – low maintenance and native plantings,
thoughtful hardscapes and stunning containers in
Chicago and the North Shore

847-217-4753

www.calafia-design.com/info@calafia-design.com
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What does a professional landscaper designer who spends her days in
other peoples’ gardens want to do when she comes home? Relax! Katy
Sheppard designed her own garden with that object in mind. Her garden is
a harmony of simple forms and water-wise plantings that mostly take care
of themselves. Katy admits that she inherited good soil, which she annually
improves with an application of compost, but her plants are carefully
selected for the specific sites where they grow.
Katy began by replacing the browned-out junipers and overgrown
yews in front. Blue Halcyon hosta and epimedium now dominate the
left side of the front yard. Both are shade- and drought-tolerant when
established and can compete with the roots of the large elm. Another low
maintenance selection is the lily turf planted in a rectangle next to the front
walk. This tough 6” ground cover with thick grasslike foliage only needs
mowing once a year!
Look for the shredded umbrella plant closer to the house on the left
side of the front yard. This 18” perennial with serrated leaves on stiff stems
is native to Japan. It loves the cool, dappled light of forest conditions and
will spread by underground runners to form a clump.
Katy’s demanding plant selection strategy is evident along the
gravel drive on the west side of her house. Summer Beauty ornamental
onion and lavender thrive in the heat and light. As you enter the backyard,
take time to appreciate its overall the structure. The vine- covered garage
at the back of her property serves as a backdrop for the cobble-edged plot
of grass. The ground is terraced in front of the garage to divert excess
water to the rear of the property. The lawn is bounded on one side by
square bluestone pavers that replaced a broken concrete walk which
ran along the western perimeter. Note that the house has two important
vantage points from which to relax and view the garden: a ground floor
deck and a second floor porch.
The beds are filled with multiples of plants carefully selected for
their adaptability to the site. Examples are the two-foot clumps of blue star
juniper planted along the pavers on the west side of the house, the lowgrowing Christy speedwell used as a ground cover in front of the doublefile viburnum at the back of the property, behind it the silver-splashed Trevi
Fountain pulmonaria and the fuzzy-leafed lady’s mantle on the lower level
in front of the garage. Stands of arborvitae are spaced around the perimeter
to create privacy. The harmony of the overall design is heightened by the use
of simple urns throughout the beds. Katy sums it all up by saying, “It’s a joy
to come home from work and walk out into my garden!”
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Open every day, including holidays, April–December!
Mon–Fri. 9:30-7:00
Sat. 9:00-6:00
Sun. 10:00-5:00

We have a large selection of well cared for
Annuals, Perennials, Vegetables and Herbs.
Fresh plants still arriving weekly!
Fall season

Winter season

Mums
Pumpkins
Gourds
Straw
& much more...

Beautiful hand-selected
Christmas Trees
Decorative Greens & Branches
Wreaths
Garland

Show us
your Garden Walk ticket or
booklet June 26– July 3 and
receive 10% off your
purchase!

2000 Green Bay Road, Evanston, IL 60201
(847) 733-1942
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Jim & Debbie V.
Livingston

“My mother-in- law was the first expert I consulted”
Jim is the hands-on gardener here, but Debbie is a big fan of the results.
Her mother – an experienced Kansas gardener – was the person Jim turned
to for advice. “My mother-in-law was the first expert I consulted,” Jim
explained. The garden still contains plants from her Kansas roots. Over
the years, they have used professionals as needed, but Jim has mainly
consulted his own, eclectic sensibility to create a garden that suits his and
Debbie’s tastes.
When the Vaughans moved in 23 years ago, the property had three
features familiar to Evanston gardeners: large trees, overgrown yews and
periodic flooding. Over the years, they lost a large elm and mature green
ash trees to disease. They took this opportunity to plant the parkway with
perennials.
For a pleasing effect, Jim likes to repeat plants. One example is the
vase-shaped yellow- and blue-flowered false indigo plants on the parkway.
Another is the Karl Foerster feather reed grass that Jim has used in clusters
weaving among the other perennials in the front and back yards. Note how
certain perennials, like coneflower, have been allowed to gently reseed
among other plants to create the naturalistic look that suits Jim and Debbie’s
taste and the limited time they have to devote to maintenance.
One of Jim’s first jobs was to remove the overgrown yews fronting his
house and replace them with holly. Jim has had better than average luck in
our Midwestern soil with these and other acid-lovers in the garden, such as
azaleas. Two dry wells were also installed in the backyard to address the
flooding. It worked! The area has been free of standing water ever since. The
improved drainage and loss of large trees gave him an opportunity to use
other woody plants such as the unusual Little King dwarf river birch to the
right of the walkway as you enter the backyard. The lower limbs of the birch
have been removed to expose its attractive rosy-brown peeling bark. A large
magnolia flanks the patio on the other side and creates a private space for
the homeowners to enjoy their garden. In front of the magnolia is a singlestemmed cornelian cherry dogwood whose crown has been pruned to form
an almost perfect green ball.
Note the design value of the gentle curve in the path leading to
several barrel-shaped arborvitae at the back of the yard. Schmechtig
Landscape Company prunes them several times a season to keep them in
bounds and make sure they don’t lose their green outer covering. Keep
your eyes peeled for the small, metal sculptures tucked away among the
plants. Jim and Debbie have acquired them from various places over the
years. Their rusty surfaces look as natural as the happy plants among
which they rest.
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Don & Darcy Golas,
2656 Asbury
“Reminders of Tuscany”

discover
paradise

R I G H T OU TS I D E YO U R D O OR .

MUDDY BOOTS
MAKE A DATE WITH YOUR NEW LANDSCAPE.
847.483.9870 | MuddyBootsLandscaping.com
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When Don and Darcy Golas bought this property 23 years ago, it was
practically a forest. As the old trees died, the yard went from deep shade to
bright sun, and Darcy, a designer for Crate & Barrel, decided to learn about
gardening. Discoveries by trial and error combined with classes on pruning
and potting at the Chicago Botanic Garden encouraged her budding interest.
In 1995 the Golas sought help from landscape architect Doug
Hoerr to help them reinvent the front garden. Juniper, rhododendron and
pachysandra keep the front green in every season, but in the spring the
serviceberry adds scented blossoms and Darcy’s window boxes light up
with annuals. Early spring-blooming Virginia bluebells burst from beds
of pachysandra along the south side of the property and die back before
summer.
At the entrance to the porch, a Japanese maple and rhododendron
are set into a terraced bed of more lush pachysandra. Decorative containers
of bright pink impatiens frame the bottom stair and multiply on the top
landing, then on up to a box of impatiens set into a decorative iron frame
against the brick of the house. Acquiring metal objets d’art is one of Don’s
passions. Several of his collection can be discovered throughout the garden,
as well as on walls and fences. Follow the walk around the clematis-laden
fence to the back where large peony bushes bloom in early summer.
By 2008, when the last of their five ash trees were gone, the Golas
hired Nature’s Perspective to help with the rest of the garden. Their goal
was to establish three outdoor rooms which could function together as
communal space for entertaining, or as separate, more intimate spaces for
solitary pleasure. The first area is flanked by a perennial garden which
includes peonies and coneflowers. Patio furniture set on brick pavers
provides another area to enjoy outdoor dining with the soothing, congenial
sound of a circulating fountain. The third space is a “secret garden,” hidden
behind a large hydrangea. From their inside sunroom, they can view all
three areas of their garden.
Love of travel has inspired the use of certain colors and materials,
particularly in the “secret garden.” An ice cream table and two chairs sit in
the middle of a sunny, undulating path of pebbles the color of warm Tuscan
earth alongside a contrasting area of variegated gray pebbles providing a
background for planters of brightly colored annuals. Hibiscus and lavender
bring the scent and visual reminders of treasured visits to Tuscany. A
beautiful pear tree, recently pruned by Schmechtig Landscapes is covered
with white blooms in spring. Tall narrow arborvitae stand in for Italy’s
cypress trees (not well-suited to the Chicago climate).
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Servicing the North Shore since 1963

SUNRISE TREE CARE
COMPLETE TREE CARE

* PLANT HEALTH CARE *
* TREE MAINTENANCE *
847-256-TREE * Fax: 847-913-9346
www.sunrisetreeservice.com
Michael Wall, Certified Arborist
suntrees@sunrisetreeservice.com

SCOTT BYRON & CO LANDSCAPES
Landscape Architecture, Contracting and Maintenance
www.scottbyron.com
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847.689.0266

Michelle & Sam C.
Asbury

“Kids’ planters and fairy gardens”

Bank locally,
and together
let’s invest
in our
community.

For over 20 years, we have been putting community first.
First Bank & Trust is one of just a handful of banks in Illinois that have received
the highest possible rating from the Federal Reserve Bank for its most recent
performance under the Community Reinvestment Act (CRA).

firstbt.com 847.733.7400
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Small spaces provide both a challenge and an opportunity for a talented
gardener. Michelle Cohen began her Evanston garden project about four
years ago, although her interest in gardening dates back to high school
days. While a graduate student in North Carolina, she developed a deeper
commitment to gardening as a respite from academics. Although the
growing season is shorter here in Evanston, Michelle thinks it’s equally as
rewarding.
She worked with Nature’s Perspective to plan the initial footprint
of her current garden. In addition to tending her own garden, she started
her own landscape design business two years ago. Michelle is an allorganic gardener who favors native plants to attract butterflies, bees and
hummingbirds. Her wide selection of material comes from such diverse
sources as Lurvey’s, Evanston Farmers Market, and Northwind Perennial
Farm (Burlington, WI) which she says has some hard-to-find plants.
The lush English cottage garden in front of the house has great
sidewalk appeal. Neat and well designed, it is bursting with unusual
perennials such as a bronze-leafed, bush variety of clematis called ‘Blue
Smoke’. Several varieties of perennial geraniums are set among clouds of
baptisia, catmint, peonies and butterfly weed. Subtly placed rocks interrupt
a carpet of bright yellow sedum by the sidewalk. Fragrant herbs, including
sage, non-invasive mints and creeping thyme, provide a voluptuous and
fragrant sensory experience.
In the private family space at the back of the house is a brick patio
with a seating area below and a raised deck above. Hoping to attract
hummingbirds, Michelle has planted a pink- and yellow-flowering
honeysuckle vine as well as flower boxes on the deck. An adjacent raised
vegetable garden of tomatoes, eggplant, kale, chard, peppers, cucumbers,
bush beans and herbs, is carefully tended.
Peonies and native grasses line the side of a sunny garage area with
border accents of bright golden coreopsis and purple mounds of ground
cover. Low plantings of juniper, geranium and viburnum are dotted with
woodland plantings such as rue and a variety of grasses.
Planting is something of a family affair, with husband Sam in charge
of drying volunteer morels and helping with heavy work. Each of their
children has a designated planter next to the deck in which they grow
their own selection of flowers as well as helping out in other areas of the
garden. Behind the grassy play area of the back yard is a small sitting area
camouflaging more “kids’ planters” and “fairy gardens” with miniature
Solomon’s seal and a small collections of favorite stones. At the back fence,
a good-sized Japanese maple, viburnum and a vine-covered trellis provide
the backdrop.
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Polly & Ken R.
Judson

With Mariani,
Impeccable
is Affordable.

All phases of lawn and
property maintenance and
snow management.

WWW.M A R I A N I L A N D S C A P E . COM

847-234-2172
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“I talk to my sister first”
In their charming 1890s home for only six years, both the house and garden
had been extremely neglected for decades. But for Polly, this meant she
could make it her own. “It was pretty much a blank slate.”
Walk up the center bluestone walkway toward the front porch,
through low boxwood hedges that frame pink roses. Front borders include
peonies, catmint, spirea and grasses, all of which are fairly newly planted.
Low, rustic fencing and peony supports were all acquired from an iron
forger in upstate New York.
Flanking the front porch are two stunning trees, to the left a lacey
fringe tree surrounded by catmint, to the right a Royal Purple smoke tree.
Walk to the back on the south lawn to your left. All the borders here are
part of Polly’s garden plan. By the house, more rustic ironwork supports a
happy honeysuckle and fall-blooming clematis as well as summer-blooming
varieties. It’s hard to imagine that almost all of what you see was planted
starting in the fall of 2011 and since.
A Japanese maple by the back porch is Polly’s “favorite tree,” among
the many they’ve added to the yard. Their new garage is framed by a
stunning Japanese stewartia tree, a hardy hornbeam, and cheerful window
boxes brimming with begonias, impatiens and accent foliage plants that
like the shade. Low-maintenance perennials in back include perennial
geraniums, Hot Lips turtlehead and Japanese painted fern.
Moving here from northwest Evanston, Polly says “the sandy soil
is the total opposite of what we had before.” Rosborough Partners and
landscape designer (and friend to Polly) Kathy Robin helped with the layout
and plant selections that would suit the new growing conditions. “At first
Rosborough suggested curved beds, but in the end, we decided that linear
beds and hardscape suited the house better.”
To the south of the garage, you’ll find astilbe, hosta, azaleas,
hellebores, ferns and a very large Canadian hemlock. The ducks were from
Polly’s mother; formerly a fountain, now a delightful garden ornament.
North of the garage are small alpine troughs, planted with sedum and
purchased on a trip to Rhode Island. By the compost bin are ribbon grass,
viburnum, and a volunteer peony.
Polly and Ken had just returned from a garden tour of England when
we met, and though he’s not a gardener, Polly said Ken enjoys seeing what
can be done, and especially what’s been done in their own garden. “The trip
was the same trip my mother took 25 years ago. My mother was a wonderful
gardener in Delaware, and my sister is an incredible gardener. Whenever I
have a new idea, I talk to my sister first.”
Like many Evanston gardeners, Polly is always on the lookout for
plants that will be happy in her growing conditions, and “that won’t get
eaten by rabbits!”
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Marco Z.
Sheridan Rd.

“Rabbits look at our yard as a salad bar”

• Easter Lilies
• Pansies
• Perennials
• Composts
• Soil
• Seeds
• Shrubs

• Mums
• Spring Flowering
Bulbs
• Flowering Kale
& Cabbage
• Bales of Straw

• Annuals: Asters to
Zinnias
• Hanging Baskets
• Herbs
• Veggies
• Roses

• Xmas Trees
• Poinsettias
• Wreathes
• Boughs

Family owned and operated since 1948!

1126 Pitner, Evanston, IL 60202
(847) 864-1134

3 blocks east of McCormick • 2 blocks south of Dempster • 2 blocks west of Dodge
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The small but elegant front garden at Marco and Eric’s classic 1861 home
just hints (very pleasantly) at what lies ahead. Both sun-loving and
shade-craving plants find what they need here, including white lavender,
Strawberries & Cream ribbon grass, sedum, lady’s mantle, penstemon, Ellie
astilbe, campanula, catmint and daylilies. The giant river birch in the south
bed was here, now providing cover for Solomon’s seal, bleeding heart, hosta
and epimedium. Walk to your right, down the dogwood-lined drive to see
one of the loveliest views in Evanston. It does take your breath away.
Stroll toward the lake, past a large rectangular pond on your left,
housing Marco and Eric’s koi collection, several of these colorful fish with
them for over 25 years. According to Marco, the very deep water keeps them
safe from predators.
Some tall trees in the south border were lost to strong winds the past
few years, one of many issues Marco is dealing with. “There are challenges
to living on the lake,” he laments. “But obviously there are a lot of pluses as
well.” As a hands-on gardener, Marco takes the demise of a plant personally,
especially at the teeth of a rabbit.
A bench in the south border is flanked by white pine, Japanese maple,
white Renaissance birch, azaleas and formidable boulders from Lurvey’s.
In the opposite border, surrounding a bench from their travels to Bali, are
Whitespire birch, viburnum, boxwood and repeated Strawberries & Cream
ribbon grass. Large mirror image peninsula gardens jut gently out into the
lawn from the north and south, hosting roses, Russian sage, lamb’s ear (a
prize find by Marco at Home Depot!), Gold Coin lysimachia, White Nancy
lamium and ornamental grasses.
Close to the lake there’s a charming pond, with moss-covered rocks
and happy aquatic plants, an area that Marco claims is plagued by “rabbit
and duck problems. The rabbits look at our yard as a salad bar.” South of the
pond are ligularia, coneflowers, ornamental grasses, variegated dogwood
and a new pagoda dogwood.
Like many houses on the lake these days, the beach is now a bay. “We
lost 75 feet of beach area, but we figure eventually it will come back” Marco
says hopefully. The bay is lined with dune grasses, sedum and Japanese
white pine. “We are still learning to live with the lake. The water splashes
over the plants and the patio, the wind blows the trees down and we have
an over abundance of wild life. We love it, but it’s a lot of work.”
Because of the distance from the house to the lake, Marco and Eric
constructed the wonderful beach house (now a bay house) where they can
cook and entertain friends. When you can tear yourself away from all this
beauty, walk back and out on the north side of the house, and enjoy another
look at the lovely front beds.
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RECYCLING & WASTE SERVICES

Recycling & Waste Services
(800) 244-1977
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Copper Beeches
Euclid Park Place

“Gifts from the past that enrich our lives today”
Tree-lined streets and verdant parks are hallmarks of our beloved city,
and for that reason it is little wonder that Evanston has been honored as a
Tree City by The Arbor Day Foundation for more than thirty consecutive
years. Lest we take these accolades for granted, let us delve into the past
by visiting hidden gems on this one-block-long street, lined with beautiful
homes, between Sheridan Road and Ingleside Place.
There you will find 15 heroic copper beech trees – a dozen in the
parkway on the west side of the street and three on the east side. Their
origin is elusive, but this abundance is obviously the dream of someone
who had an eye on the future.
Except for one much smaller
specimen on the east side, which
is probably a replacement, these
slow-growing cultivars appear
to be at least a half-century old,
probably more. Regarding the
slow growth of beeches, one
arborist has quipped, “All trees
teach us patience, but a beech
tree is the advanced master of
discipline.”
You will note that the
leaf color is not the same for
all the trees. At the north end
of the street there are three
trees displaying the rich copper tone for which they are known – the rest,
the leaves are greener in color. Another arborist muses that, despite the
difference in foliar color, they are all copper beeches (Fagus sylvatica), also
known as European or purple beeches. He suggests that the copper-colored
trees were most likely propagated from cuttings and the green-leafed
variety propagated from seeds.
Copper beeches are not native to the U.S. but were brought to
America from Europe in the mid-1700s. They can grow up to 160 feet in
height and with a 9’, 8” trunk diameter, and their lifespan is 150 to 200 years.
As early as 1820, these imported cultivars were advertised in a nurseryman’s
catalogue. Their bark has been compared to elephant hide. Beeches are not
demanding in soil type, but they have several significant requirements:
a humid atmosphere and well-drained soil, which is slightly acidic. They
tolerate rigorous winter cold, but are sensitive to spring frosts.
We salute our forebears for their foresight in making these treasures
their legacy, and give thanks for the beauty that the many wonderful trees
of our city afford.
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BEAUTIFUL, ODD & VARIED,
OUR PLANT SELECTION
IS CURATED FROM THE BEST

& GREENEST SUPPLIERS.
WE CHOOSE OUR PLANTS
CAREFULLY, WITH ECONOMIC

& ENVIRONMENTAL

SUSTAINABILITY IN MIND.

FIND RARE SPECIMENS &
FAMILIAR VARIETIES HERE.

WE FEATURE WORK BY
LOCALLY & GLOBALLY-RENOWNED

ARTISTS IN OUR GALLERY &

RETAIL AREAS, REPRESENTING
A GROWING ARRAY OF THE

FINEST NATURE-INSPIRED
ART & CRAFTSMANSHIP TO
ENRICH YOUR COLLECTION.

JOIN US FOR A GROUP
WORKSHOP, PRIVATE

LESSON, OR PARTY! LEARN TO

MAKE A TERRARIUM WHILE
SIPPING WINE, OR DEVELOP

YOUR GREEN THUMB.

REGISTER TODAY FOR A CLASS,
OR BOOK YOUR OWN EVENT!

704 Main Street Evanston

847.418.1289
www. cultivateurbanrainforest.com
connect@cultivateurbanrainforest.com
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The 27th Evanston Garden Walk

Benefiting the EEA & the Ecology Center

Gardens t Arbors t Decks t Patios
Call for a personal
consultation.
Noreen Edwards Metz

phone

312.882.0580

www.DesignGreenLandscapes.com
DesignGreenLandscapes@gmail.com
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The Evanston Environmental Association (EEA) is the oldest
environmental organization in Evanston. This non-profit organization has
fostered and promoted environmental education programming and action
since 1976, with a primary mission of supporting the Evanston Ecology
Center and the Center’s educational programs. The EEA undertakes a
wide variety of initiatives, including Streets Alive, the Wild & Scenic
Film Festival, the Evanston Green Ball, and beginning four years ago, the
Evanston Garden Walk.
The EEA’s direct support of the Ecology Center includes developing
new educational offerings and programs, fundraising in support of the
Center’s operations, recruiting volunteers for various Center events,
and generally providing leadership and vision for the Center. The EEA
also supports the Ladd Arboretum by working cooperatively with the
Ladd Arboretum Committee to maintain and improve this wonderful
Evanston resource.
Since its creation in 1974, the Evanston Ecology Center has offered
educational programs to the local community that foster a greater
appreciation, awareness and knowledge of the environment. The offerings
of the Ecology Center range from introductory natural history classes,
covering areas such as plant identification and animal study, to popular
summer camps that engage kids in environmentally focused activities.
These Ecology Center activities include:
• Overseeing and managing the Community Garden Program
• Presenting 100+ Spring & Summer Camps, for about 1,000 children
• Presenting Evanston’s Earth Day/Arbor Day Celebrations
• Caring for the Center’s resident “critters”
• Parent/Child classes such as “Small Fry Science” and “Green & Growing”
• Adult Classes such as “Using a Rain Barrel” and “Green Home
Construction”
• SAGE (Schools Are Gardening in Evanston), the school garden program
formerly sponsored by Keep Evanston Beautiful
• The extension of the classroom facility, replacing a dilapidated
greenhouse, funded by a state grant and funds provided by the EEA
All of these programs and activities will benefit from funds generated
by the 27th Annual Evanston Garden Walk.
Thank you for your support!
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FRIENDS of the Evanston Garden Walk
Land Design Collaborative, Inc.

James C. Differding, Landscape Architect

6722 North Newgard Ave., Chicago, IL 60626-4211
Ph: 773-973-0068 Member ASLA

Old Orchard Smiles - Toni Ellis Wolf, DDS

4905 Old Orchard Ctr. Su. 232, Skokie, IL 60077
Ph: 847-673-2052 email: info@oldorchardsmiles.com
Growing Beautiful Smiles

Maryjane, Inc., Landscape Design Associates

photo by: Linda Oyama Bryan

3207 Central Street, Evanston, IL 60201
Ph: 847-441-2800 Fx: 847-441-2822
Specializing in landscape architecture, site planning & design

9401 Monticello Ave., Evanston, IL 60203
Ph: 847-971-6554 email: mj@mjgardensinc.com
Landscape design and installation

Cristal Schepis, Jameson Sotheby’s International Realty
586 Lincoln Ave., Winnetka, IL 60093
Ph: 847-436-8875
Artfully Uniting Extraordinary Properties with Extraordinary Lives

blooming

perfection

GARDEN NOTES:

r o c c o

f i o r e

&

s o n s

landscape architecture . site development . management
www.roccofiore.com
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847 . 680 . 1207

